Placements Explained
From “Reiki the Healing Touch” and “Usui/Holy Fire®  III Reiki Master Manual” by William Lee Rand
What are Placements? - From “Experiences, Placements and Ignitions Explained” – RM Manual
Placements are used in Holy Fire® III Reiki Classes for Reiki I, Reiki II, and the Master Practitioner Level of Reiki Master. Placements provide the same benefit as the attunement and give students the ability to use Reiki in Reiki I and empower the symbol(s) in Reiki II and the first part of Reiki Master. They work with the student’s spirit and install Reiki energy in the student so he or she can use this energy for healing. The Reiki energy the student receives is more refined and more effective than what was provided by attunements. 
How is a Placement Done? - From “Holy Fire®  Placements” – I & II - RM Manual 
In the Placement, the teacher does not physically interact with the student. In other words, the teacher does not stand behind the student, touching the shoulders, or go to the front of the student and physically work with the hands and so forth. Instead, the teacher simply sits and guides the student in a beginning guided meditation for a few minutes, then stops talking and allows the Holy Fire® energy to administer the Placement directly to each student. Because the teacher’s energy is not part of the Placement, it does not lower its vibration or affect it in any way. This allows the pure Holy Fire® energy to work in an uninhibited way. Because of this, the vibration of the Placements is much higher and the student receives higher quality healing energy.
Benefits of the Placement - From “Unique Format for Experiences, Placements and Ignitions” – RM Manual
This is a remarkable effect and a demonstration of the power and higher consciousness of the Holy Fire® energy. Each experience is individually guided by the Holy Fire® to address the specific needs of each student. The attunements are called Placements because the Holy Fire® guides the experience directly. 
Experiences you Might Have - From “The Attunement” in Reiki The Healing Touch
The Placement is a powerful spiritual experience and the most important part of a Reiki class. Some report having mystical experiences involving personal messages, healing, visions, and past-life experiences. The Placement can also increase psychic sensitivity. Students often report an opening of the third eye, increased intuitive awareness, or other psychic experiences after receiving a Reiki placement. However, not everyone has these experiences. The meaningful experiences usually take place when the Placement energy works quickly and creates a rapid change in consciousness. However, for some students it’s more appropriate for the Placement energy to work slowly over a long period of time which can sometimes extend even beyond the time when the Placement is received. Often when this happens, the experience isn’t as dramatic and all that the student is aware of is a feeling of relaxation, even though the student is receiving all the benefits of the Placement. Because of this it’s important to remember that what one experiences during the Placement isn’t the main focus. Rather, the purpose is the new ability to channel Reiki energy. And this becomes apparent when the student begins to practice using Reiki on others. Remember also that to understand the value of one’s Reiki energy, one must not only be aware of what is felt by the practitioner while giving a session, but more importantly what the client experiences. So be sure to check with the client about his or her experiences after beginning to use your new Reiki energy.
Once you have received a Reiki Placement, you will have Reiki for the remainder of your life; you can never lose it. While one Placement per level is all that is necessary to activate the ability to channel Reiki, additional Placements to levels already received have proven beneficial. 
